Welcoming Remarks by Prakash, Shamsher
Missouri University of Science and Technology 
Scholars' Mine 
International Conferences on Recent Advances 
in Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering and 
Soil Dynamics 
1995 - Third International Conference on Recent 
Advances in Geotechnical Earthquake 
Engineering & Soil Dynamics 
03 Apr 1995, 8:30 am - 9:30 am 
Welcoming Remarks 
Shamsher Prakash 
Missouri University of Science and Technology, prakash@mst.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsmine.mst.edu/icrageesd 
 Part of the Geotechnical Engineering Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Prakash, Shamsher, "Welcoming Remarks" (1995). International Conferences on Recent Advances in 
Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering and Soil Dynamics. 7. 
https://scholarsmine.mst.edu/icrageesd/03icrageesd/session00/7 
This Article - Conference proceedings is brought to you for free and open access by Scholars' Mine. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in International Conferences on Recent Advances in Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering 
and Soil Dynamics by an authorized administrator of Scholars' Mine. This work is protected by U. S. Copyright Law. 
Unauthorized use including reproduction for redistribution requires the permission of the copyright holder. For more 
information, please contact scholarsmine@mst.edu. 
WELCOMING REMARKS 
By: 
Shamsher Prakash, Conference Chairman 
Professor of Civil Engineering 
University of Missouri-Rolla 
Dean Mitchell, Chairman Stephenson, Professor Jamiolkowski, Dr. Harmon, Ladies and 
Gentlemen: 
It is my great pleasure to welcome you to this Third International Conference on Recent 
Advances in Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering and Soil Dynamics. 
We have had a large number of earthquakes throughout the world since 1981 when we 
had the First Soil Dynamics Conference. These include the Mexico City earthquake of 1985, 
Armenian earthquake (USSR) 1988, Lorna Prieta earthquake 1989, Philippines earthquake 1990, 
Iran earthquake 1990, to name a few. 
Since the Second Conference in 1991 too, there has been considerable seismic activity 
around the world. Two events are noteworthy, the Northridge earthquake of January 1994 and 
the Kobe earthquake of January 1995. These were very powerful earthquakes and resulted in 
a huge loss of life and property. 
There have been rapid strides in several areas of geotechnical earthquake engineering, 
i.e. in In-Situ dynamic soil property determination, dynamic soil structure interaction, non-linear 
solution for foundations and displacement based analysis and design of embankments and 
retaining structures, seismic stability of land fills, and many others. Therefore, the Third 
Geotechnical Earthquake Conference has come at an appropriate time. 
A civil engineer creates civil structures. But an earthquake engineer does not create 
earthquakes! He provides for earthquake resistance in his design. We cannot predict 
earthquakes, but we may, if you like, predict that there will be no seismic activity in this region 
during the week of this conference! As a second line of defense, we may pray for the same. 
We have planned a special session on Kobe and Northridge earthquakes. Our Japanese 
friends have made special contributions for the Kobe earthquake. 
We appreciate your having come from long distances at some discomfort in travel. Air 
travel is crowded these days. You will find this hotel comfortable. The City of St. Louis offers 
some unique features in the Midwest, i.e. riverside dining, Laclede Landing, the Arch, the old 
Cathedral and the St. Louis Cathedral, and magnificent shopping in Union Station, St. Louis 
Center and Galleria. 
I hope you will enjoy both the Conference and the City of St. Louis and will carry sweet 
memories with you. 
Once again, I welcome you to St. Louis and to the Conference. 
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